250                STAGE CONFIDENCES
she wore ? Such portraits would be interesting." But Salvini was not painting portraits, not even his own—truly. He was giving a list of his triumphs; and if he has shown self-appreciation, he was at least perfectly honest. There is no hypocrisy about him. If he knew Uriah Heep, he did not imitate him ; for in no chapter has he proclaimed himself "'umble." If one .will read Signor Salvini's book, remembering that the paeans of a world have been sung in his honour, and that he really had no superior in his artistic life, I think the I's and my's will seem simply natural.
However he may have been admired in other characters, I do truly believe that only those who have seen him in " Othello " and " Morte Civile " can fully appreciate the marvellous art of the actor. I carry in my mind two pictures of him, — Othello, the perfect animal man, in his splendid prime, where, in a very frenzy of conscious strength, he dashes lago to the earth, man and soldier lost in thes andand snapped his fingers.upon  my breast.    It was beautifully done;                               downed me; but it wasn't a fair game, Jim,
